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SECTION A 

 

 Architecture & Gardens (15)  

1 
Give another name for the 
architectural style we call Norman. 

 

2 
Name TWO of the materials used to 
make a wattle and daub wall. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

3 

Name the 18th / early 19th century 
landscape gardener known for his 
famous “red books” of designs. 

 

4 

In what part of a building would you 
find a purlin, hammer-beam and 
queen post? 

 

5 What was grown in a physic garden?  

6  What is a pilaster?  

7 

In which century did bay windows 
become a common feature of houses 
built in towns? 

 

8 
In a church what is the name given to 
the gallery below the clerestory? 

 

9 

Name the architect who designed 
both Castle Howard and Blenheim 
Palace. 

 

10 

Name the father and son who were 
gardeners and plant collectors in the 
17th Century. 
[Family name only required] 
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11 

What name is given to the space 
enclosed by the curtain wall of a 
medieval castle? 

 

12 What do the letters RIBA stand for?  

13 

Name the technique of cutting 
evergreen shrubs into                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
animal or geometric shapes. 

 

14 

The first two phases of English gothic 
architecture are called Early English 
and Decorated. What name is given to 
the third phase? 

 

15 What is a misericord?  

 Arts: Visual & Applied (15)  

16 

Name the 18th century portrait painter 
who was Joshua Reynolds’ 
contemporary and great rival. 

 

17 

Which group of 19th century painters 
frequently used Lizzie Siddal and 
Jane Morris as models in their 
paintings? 

 

18 

What name is given to the type of 
window formed of two panels which 
slide up and down? 

 

19 
Name the technique of painting 
directly onto (usually wet) plaster. 

 

20 
Which British fashion designer 
created the mini-skirt? 
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21 

Name the 20th Century movement, led 
by Picasso and Braque, which used 
geometric shapes. 
 

 

22 

Which British artist’s dying words 

were said to have been “The sun is 

God”? 

[Family name only required] 

 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name this type of wood panelling. 
 

 

24 
Which metal did Jacob Epstein mostly 
use for his sculptures? 

 

25 

Name ONE artist who has been 
commissioned to paint our current 
queen, Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

26 

With which English COUNTY do you 
associate Barbara Hepworth, Naum 
Gabo and Patrick Heron? 

 

27 

Name the contemporary of 
Christopher Wren, famous for his 
wood-carving. 

 

28 
For what are Alice Temperley and 
Sarah Burton known? 

 

29 

Name the contemporary British artist 
famous for his diamond-encrusted 
skull entitled For the Love of God. 
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30 
What nationality was the Tudor court 
painter Hans Holbein? 

 

 Commerce, Industry & Science (13)  

31 
What is the British scientist Francis 
Crick best known for? 

 

32 
Name ONE of the heritage steam 
railway lines in England. 

 

33 
Name the supermarket chain with the 
largest market share in the UK. 

 

34 

Name the famous 18th Century potter 
and manufacturer who was also the 
grandfather of Charles Darwin. 

 

35 

What name is given to the marking on 
a ship’s hull that denotes a maximum 
safe load, named after the British MP 
who campaigned for it? 

 

36 
When steam engines were FIRST 
invented, what were they used for? 

 

37 
Name the British scientist who studied 
the Laws of Motion and wrote 
Principia Mathematica.  

 

38 

In which COUNTY was Britain’s 
cotton industry based in the 19th 
Century? 

 

39 

What is the title of the book which 
made scientist Stephen Hawking a 
household name. 
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40 

Name the 20th Century scientist who 
will appear on the new polymer £50 
note next year. 

 

41 
Give TWO reasons for the decline of 

the UK coal-mining industry. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

42 

Name the 18th/19th century Scottish 
engineer who was nicknamed the 
“Colossus of Roads” because of the 
amount of road and canal building he 
achieved. 

 

43 
Name ONE town or city in England 
where cars are produced. 

 

 
Constitution, Government & Law 
(13) 

 

44 

What name was given to the belief 
held by King Charles I that the 
monarch’s power came directly from 
God? 

 

45 

The “Lords Spiritual” are the Church 
of England bishops and archbishops 
who have a seat in the House of 
Lords. How many of them are there? 

 

46 

Name the Home Secretary (later 
Prime Minister) who created the first 
Metropolitan police force in 1829. 

 

47 

What job title is given to a Member of 
Parliament who has responsibility for 
a Government department (eg Health, 
or Defence)? 

 

48 

After a Bill has been passed by both 
Houses of Parliament, what makes it 
become law? 

 

49 

There are three Divisions of the High 

Court in England. Queen’s Bench and 

Chancery are two. Name the other 

one. 
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50 What is the voting age in Scotland?  

51 
What is the highest rank in the British 
army? 

 

52 
How many judges sit in the Supreme 
Court? 

 

53 
Name the current Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

 

54 

Give ONE example of a citizen over 
the age of 18 who is NOT allowed to 
vote in elections. 

 

55 

 
In the police force, what is the role of 
the officers in the C.I.D.? 

 

56 
Give the exact date this year when the 
UK officially left the European Union. 

 

 Cuisine (9)  

57 

What is the main ingredient of the 
marzipan used on Christmas cake, 
and as sweetmeats in Tudor times? 

 

58 

Give an example of a British food 
product with PGI status (Protected 
Geographical Indication) 

 

59 
What is the main ingredient of black 
pudding? 
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60 

Name TWO cheeses named after the 
county or region in which they are 
produced. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

61 
At what age is it legal to buy alcohol in 
a pub? 

 

62 
What are Darjeeling, Lapsang 
Souchong and Oolong? 

 

63 

What do these symbols indicate? 

 

64 

Name the type of fish you would 
usually be served if you order “fish 
and chips”. 

 

65 
What is the main ingredient of 
Marmite? 

 

 Education in England (7)  

66 

T Level (Technical A Level) 
qualifications are currently being 
introduced. At what age will students 
study for them? 

 

67 
In which country of the UK would you 
sit exams called “Highers”? 

 

68 
Name TWO public schools that only 
admit boys as pupils. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 
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69 What is a madrasa?  

70 
In the 19th century, what were Ragged 
Schools? 

 

71 
Why are former pupils of Winchester 
College known as Wykehamists? 

 

72 What is a PGCE?  

 Finance & Taxation (5)  

73 
Give ONE example of goods that are 
zero rated for VAT. 

 

74 

Name the daily national newspaper, 
printed on pink paper, which mainly 
focuses on business and economic 
affairs. 

 

75 

Before the decimal system, the Pound 
Sterling was divided into £ s d. What 
is represented by  

(i) “s”  
(ii) “d”  

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

76 
Which organisation sets the base rate 
of interest for the UK? 

 

77 
What is the current inflation rate 
(calculated for 2019)? 

 

 
Health, Social Services & Voluntary 
Sector (7) 

 

78 
Name the English physician who first 
identified the circulation of the blood. 
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79 

If you needed to speak to a nurse for 
advice on a health issue, what 
telephone number would you dial? 

 

80 What kind of organisation is Bupa?  

81 

Name the charity which provides care 
and financial support to people 
suffering from cancer. 

 

82 

Name the new welfare scheme which 
replaces several existing benefits with 
one single monthly payment. 

 

83 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of which leading healthcare charity is 
this the symbol? 

 

84 

Name the Labour government 
minister responsible for creating the 
NHS in 1948. 

 

 History (22)  

85 

Name the English writer who is 
usually given credit for coining the 
phrase the “Wars of the Roses”. 

 

86 

This year marks the 400th anniversary 
of the sailing of the Mayflower to 
America. Name the final port in 
England from which she sailed. 

 

87 

Name the woman who led the 
Women’s Social & Political Union 
campaigning for votes for women. 
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88 
Where was Mary, Queen of Scots, 
executed?  

 

89 
What relation was King Edward III to 
King Richard II? 

 

90 

What name is given to the French 
Protestants who came to this country 
as refugees in the 17th Century? 

 

91 

Name TWO of the native tribes living 
in Britain when the Romans invaded 
in the early 1st century AD. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

92 

Name the air battle that took place 
over the south coast 80 years ago this 
summer. 

 

93 
Who succeeded King Edward VI as 
monarch on July 10th 1553? 

 

94 
Name the Prime Minister when Queen 
Victoria came to the throne. 

 

95 
In which TWO cities was King William 
I crowned? 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

96 
Why did King Edward I erect Eleanor 
Crosses? 

 

97 

Name the restrictions on grain 
imports, introduced by Parliament in 
1815. 
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98 
In which year was the Bank of 
England founded? 

 

99 

 
What name is given to this type of Iron 
Age settlement? 

 

100 
Give ONE of the causes of the 
Peasants’ Revolt in 1381? 

 

101 What was the Act of Union of 1707?  

102 

What name was given to the record of 
land and livestock ownership in 
England, commissioned by King 
William I in 1086? 

 

103 

How did King Henry VIII justify his 
request to the Pope for an annulment 
of his marriage to Katherine of 
Aragon? 

 

104 
What were the Luddites opposed to in 
the early 19th century? 

 

105 

In which conflict was the Victoria 
Cross for conspicuous bravery first 
awarded?  

 

106 

Name ONE of the important changes 
implemented as a result of the Magna 
Carta, which is still in English law 
today. 

 



CANDIDATE No.:…………………………. 

13 
Paper 1 Background Knowledge – 20 October 2020 

 
Infrastructure, Housing, Transport 
& Energy (12) 

 

107 

Why is the government introducing 
laws to prevent the sale of wet wood 
as domestic fuel? 

 

108 What is the Green Belt?  

109 

How much of UK housing is social 
housing, according to the National 
Office of Statistics? (accept 
percentage, fraction or number) 

 

110 
Give TWO examples of sustainable 
energy used in Great Britain. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

111 

Name the TWO cities in the North of 
England which will be connected with 
London and Birmingham once the 
new high speed rail link (HS2) is 
completed. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

112 
What services do National Express 
and Megabus provide? 

 

113 How is biomass energy produced?  

114 

Give TWO forms of documentation 
you need to provide when hiring a car 
in this country. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

115 

Name the airport that was the subject 
of a legal challenge from 
environmentalists in February this 
year. 

 

116 
How did canal barges move before 
the invention of the steam engine? 
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117 

What is the maximum speed a car can 
travel on a dual carriageway or 
motorway? 

 

118 
Name ONE English port from which 
you can sail to The Netherlands. 

 

 Language & Literature (15)  

119 

Name the historical figure who is the 
subject of TS Eliot’s drama “Murder in 
the Cathedral”. 

 

120 

Which former Poet Laureate lived for 
much of his life at Dove Cottage, in 
the Lake District? 

 

121 

Name the Shakespeare play in which 
Shylock, the Jewish money-lender, 
appears. 

 

122 

Name the author of “The Mirror and 
the Light”, published in March this 
year, which is the final book in a 
trilogy about Thomas Cromwell.  

 

123 

The recently-released film “Emma” is 
an adaptation of a novel by which 
author? 

 

124 

In 1960 Penguin Books was taken to 
court for publishing an “obscene book” 
by which author? 

 

125 

Name the prize awarded for fiction, 
which was controversial in 2019, 
because it was awarded to two 
authors. 

 

126 
Which COUNTY of England would 
you associate with Robin Hood? 
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127 

Name the Gothic horror novel by 
Bram Stoker, recently adapted as a 
TV drama. 

 

128 
Which English poet was said to be 
“mad, bad and dangerous to know”? 

 

129 

“The Mysterious Affair at Styles”, 
published 100 years ago this year, 
was the first novel of which famous 
detective writer? 

 

130 

Heraldry uses Norman French words 
to describe colours. What colour is: 
      (i) azure 
      (ii) argent 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

131 

In which book would you find the 
Miller, the Pardoner and the Wife of 
Bath? 

 

132 Give the meaning of the word WOLD.  

133 

Name the multi award-winning fantasy 
TV series based on the “Song of Ice 
and Fire” book series by George RR 
Martin.  

 

 Monarchy (12)  

134 
Which member of the Royal Family is 
a respected watercolour artist? 

 

135 

Name the senior member of the royal 
family who celebrated their 70th 
birthday on August 15th this year.  

 

136 

Why did the Queen miss the State 
Opening of Parliament in 1959 and 
1963? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Song_of_Ice_and_Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Song_of_Ice_and_Fire
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137 

Why did “Bonnie Prince Charlie” have 
a legitimate claim to the British 
throne? 

 

138 
Name the flag flown over a royal 
residence when the Queen is there. 

 

139 
Name the TWO most senior ranks of 
the Peerage. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

140 

Which British king had two 
mistresses, who were nicknamed The 
Elephant and The Beanpole? 

 

141 Why did King Edward VIII abdicate?  

142 
How many great-grandchildren does 
the Queen have? 

 

143 
Whose titles include the Duke of 
Rothesay and the Earl of Chester? 

 

144 

Which monarch was the first to give 
his son the title and revenue from the 
Duchy of Cornwall in 1337? 

 

145 
What is the name of the official royal 
palace in Edinburgh? 

 

 Performing Arts & Media (10)  

146 

Name the organisation which awards 
the industry prizes for excellence in 
film and TV in Britain. 
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147 

Name the summer opera festival, held 
at an English country house in Sussex 
since 1934. 

 

148 

Name the British choreographer 
famous for his all-male Swan Lake 
and The Red Shoes. 

 

149 

 
Name a national newspaper that 
would be described as: 
     (i) to the right politically 
     (ii) to the left politically 
 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

150 
British rap artist, Stormzy, headlined 
which famous Music Festival in 2019? 

 

151 

In Elizabethan theatre, what name 
was given to a spectator who stood in 
the pit by the stage?  

 

152 

Name the composition by GF Handel 
that has been used at every 
coronation since George II. 

 

153 
Name the actor who plays Princess 
Margaret in season 3 of “The Crown”.  

 

154 
Name one thing a Morris dancer might 
have in their hand while dancing.  

 

155 
Name the musical based on George 
Bernard Shaw’s play “Pygmalion”. 

 

 
Physical Geography, Landscape, 
Countryside & Coastline (24) 

 

156 
Name TWO of the three basic classes 
of rock that make up the UK. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 
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157 
What type of shark is regularly seen 
off the coast of Britain? 

 

158 

 
Name this native tree. 

 

159 
What name is given to the technique 
of building stone boundary walls 
without cement or mortar? 

 

160 
Which product of the sea has become 
a fashionable vegan health food and a 
beauty product in recent years? 

 

161 
Name the town where the pioneering 
paleontologist Mary Anning made her 
great discoveries. 

 

162 
Name ONE area in Britain where slate 
naturally occurs. 

 

163 What do the letters SSSI stand for?  

164 
Name the bright yellow-flowering crop, 
introduced to this country from France 
in the 1960s. 

 

165 
In countryside management, what is 
“re-wilding”? 

 



CANDIDATE No.:…………………………. 

19 
Paper 1 Background Knowledge – 20 October 2020 

166 
What colour are the flowers of a wild 
gorse bush? 

 

167 
Name TWO of the National Parks in 
England. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

168 

What name is given to the technique 
of cutting trees back to their stumps, 
to allow them to grow new shoots 
from the side? 

 

169 
Give ONE example of a non-native 
insect or bird which now lives and 
breeds successfully in Britain. 

 

170 
What is the population of the United 
Kingdom (as at mid 2019) ? 

 

171 
Name the 96-mile stretch of coastline 
in Devon and Dorset, which is 
protected as a World Heritage Site. 

 

172 
Name the national mapping agency 
for Great Britain. 

 

173 
What name was given to the medieval 
practice of planting crops in long, 
narrow plots? 

 

174 
Which organisation is responsible for 
lighthouses around Britain? 

 

175 

 
Of which island is this the flag? 
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176 
 

Name a flower native to Britain which 
is poisonous. 

 

177 
Name the river-dwelling animal 
recently re-introduced into parts of the 
UK to help improve eco-systems. 

 

178 
Which organisation monitors flooding 
on Britain’s rivers? 

 

179 

What material is shaped by the 
process of knapping, then used to 
make tools and as a building 
material? 

 

 Religion & Multiculturalism (7)  

180 
Name the religious group that 
worships in a Gudwara. 

 

181 
What nationality is the largest group of 
non-UK citizens living in the UK? 

 

182 
Name the Christian saint who is 
usually shown holding a sword and a 
book. 

 

183 
What is the Holy Book of the Islamic 
faith? 

 

184 
Which animal represents 2020 in the 
Chinese zodiac?  

 

185 
What name do UK Christians give to 
the day before Lent, when pancakes 
are traditionally eaten? 
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186 
In the 2011 census, what percentage 
of the population of England and 
Wales said they followed no religion? 

 

 Sport (7)  

187 
Which UK city is scheduled to host the 
next Commonwealth Games in 2022?  

 

188 
In which sport do players compete for 
the Ryder Cup? 

 

189 
Name the current manager of the 
men’s England football team. 

 

190 
In which sport do contestants 
compete for the Americas Cup? 

 

191 
Name the major horse-racing 
meeting, attended by the Queen in 
June each year. 

 

192 
Name ONE of the three main birds 
which are bred for game-shooting in 
England and Scotland. 

 

193 
Name an English cricket ground which 
regularly hosts international Test 
Matches. 

 

 Tourism (7)  

194 
What would you use a RADAR key 
for? 

 

195 
What do Hadrian’s Wall, the City of 
Bath and Ironbridge Gorge all have in 
common? 
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196 
Name TWO ports in England that 
have cruise terminals. 

   (i) 
 
   (ii) 

197 

 
What do these letters stand for? 

 

198 
Which Government department is 
responsible for Tourism? 

 

199 

Name the charity for places of historic 
interest or natural beauty, which this 
year is celebrating 125 years since it 
was founded.  

 

200 
Two cities were named joint European 
Capitals of Culture for 2020 (now for 
2021). Name ONE of them. 

 

 

 

END OF PAPER  

 


