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*MEDIA RELEASE FROM MERSEYSIDE CIVIC SOCIETY 

Date 29 June 2020                *EMBARGOED UNTIL 19:00  

Merseyside Civic Society Honours Two Heritage Projects with Awards  

 Liverpool City Region Blue and Green Badge Guides and Richard Moore, author of the Historical Background to 

Liverpool’s Piazza Fountain have each been recognised by Merseyside Civic Society for their outstanding 

contribution to Heritage Interpretation in the latest Rita Cheesman Annual Awards 

 Gavin Davenport, Chair of Merseyside Civic Society, who presented the awards at a virtual ceremony on 29 June, 

said: 

‘Merseyside Civic Society is delighted to present these awards to two very deserving recipients. We look forward 

to presenting them in person later in the year when the current restrictions have eased’. 

Rita Cheesman was a pioneering Blue Badge Guide who did much to interpret the heritage of Liverpool and the 

wider City Region for residents and visitors alike.  She died in the Autumn of 2012 and her family donated funds 

which Merseyside Civic Society used to establish an award to promote heritage interpretation in the city region, 

which, it was felt, deserved more attention and a better record of achievement. The first awards were made in 

2013 and this is the fifth award. 

This year is the 40th anniversary of Blue Badge Guides in Liverpool City Region and it is fitting that, together with 

Green Badge Guides who guide within the city of Liverpool, they should be recognised for their professionalism in 

interpreting our City Region to hundreds of thousands of visitors over the years.  

MCS Council Member, Pam Wilsher, who organised the very first Blue Badge Guide training programme back in 

1980, said the following in her citation for this award: 

‘Blue and Green Badge Guides undertake an intense period of training and examination overseen by the Institute 

of Tourist Guiding before they obtain their coveted blue or green badges. In addition to interpreting the historical, 

architectural, cultural and social context of their locality, they are required to develop ‘tour craft ‘which ensures 

they can adapt their commentary to individual audiences and situations that arise when guiding’.  

Accepting the award on behalf of Liverpool City Region Tourist Guide Association, Chair, Peter Colyer said: 

 ‘The current COVID 19 pandemic has seen the complete cessation of all guided tours in the UK with the 

consequent loss of work and income for guides who are all self-employed. Receiving this award at this difficult 
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time particularly during our 40th anniversary year is a real boost for our team of professional and dedicated 

guides.  We are really grateful to the Merseyside Civic Society for their recognition of our contribution to the 

experience of so many visitors to our wonderful region’. 

 

 Richard Moore is an eminently deserving recipient of a further Rita Cheesman Award for his research examining 

key aspects of the background to, and the design and construction of, Liverpool’s Piazza Fountain and its viewing 

platforms.  The Fountain’s ingenious series of hoppers conceived and designed by the notable artist-engineer 

Richard Huws, randomly tip water (hence the popular local name of the ‘Bucket Fountain’), with their sounds and 

movements replicating ‘a stormy and tempestuous sea; a particularly apt symbolism in the international port city 

of Liverpool.’   

A graduate of the University of Liverpool’s School of Architecture and first-year student tutored by Richard Huws 

(in 1959-60), Richard Moore was assisted in his research by other former first-year students, particularly Stewart 

Denham and Derek M. Hudson.  The resulting comprehensive report formed the basis for a Listing Application to 

Historic England by Richard.  Identifying and thoroughly evidencing the range of key architectural and historic 

interest points, specified as ‘Reasons for Designation’, the application was described by Historic England as 

‘exemplary’.  The Fountain received Grade 2 designation, giving Richard Huws’ unique design public recognition 

as a ‘rare and important example of mid C20 water-architecture’.   

Sue Carmichael (Former MCS Council member and first-year student of Richard Huws, 1959-60) in her citation for 

the award said: 

‘This recognition has substantially increased the Piazza Fountain’s profile as one of Liverpool’s most distinctive 

heritage assets, with Historic England publicising it as one of the most notable of over 500 structures newly listed 

in 2019. Dr Moore’s published research and the subsequent Listing form a strong foundation to underpin future 

grant funding applications for the restoration of the Piazza Fountain which, together with the addition of new 

seating, will ensure its future and wider public appreciation and enjoyment.’ 

Accepting the Award, Dr Moore responded: 

 ‘I am very pleased to accept this Award, not least on behalf of my University contemporaries and others who 

have assisted in getting this unique fountain listed.  I look forward to the MCS now actively campaigning, with 

Engage Liverpool and the Friends of the Piazza Fountain, to secure the future of the fountain complex and public 

piazza, to raise funds for and organise its full restoration, including reinstated seating.  Consequently, before the 

5th anniversary of its listing in August 2024, I very much hope to see the fountain again looking and operating as 

http://www.merseysidecivicsociety.org/media/79844/lpool_fountain_history_v3x-comp.pdf
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well as, if not better than, when first opened in 1967, all for the renewed enjoyment of Liverpudlians and visitors.’  

ENDS 

Media Enquiries  

Contact: Gavin Davenport, chair@merseysidecivicsociety.org or Pam Wilsher, 

secretary@merseysidecivicsociety.org 

Further Information 

About Merseyside Civic Society 

 

Liverpool City Region Blue and Green Badge Guides 

Read MORE on the award to Liverpool City Region Blue and Green Badge Guides  

Read MORE about Liverpool City Region Tourist Guides Association  

 

Richard Moore 

Read MORE on the award to Richard Moore  

Read Richard Moore’s report 

Read about the Campaign to save the Piazza Fountain 
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