
 
 
ENGLISH EXAM: Part 3 - Listening Comprehension 
 
 
EXAMINER BRIEF:  
 
The examiner reads out the text below at normal speed and without pauses. The 
candidate may make notes, but will not see the text, and should not interrupt the 
examiner while the text is being read. When the examiner has finished, the candidate 
may ask for sections to be repeated, or ask for clarification. The candidate then 
paraphrases the text in English. The examiner will ask at least two questions on the 
text and on the candidate’s paraphrasing of it.  

 
 
 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
 

Text: 

Britain has a rich tradition of seaside towns which started in the 18th century, when the 
British started to go to the coast en masse. Previously repelled by the coast, advances in 
medical science attracted the more affluent classes to the seaside with its promise of 
health giving properties. 

A bizarre culture of bathing rituals exploded in the Victorian era.  The height of this was the 
bathing machine; a four wheeled, canvas covered contraption which allowed ladies to get 
changed into their swimsuits and be wheeled down to the sea whilst keeping their modesty 
intact.  

Another legacy of the Victorian seaside heyday is the pier.  The original purpose of these 
was to allow ladies and gentlemen to get the maximum health benefits of the sea air. The 
piers allowed people to get further out into the sea air without a boat. 

The popularity of the British seaside peaked with the arrival of the railway. This also 
coincided with an increasing wealth of the working classes.  Donkey rides, fun fairs and 
music halls became traditional seaside activities. 

Many of Britain's seaside towns have been in decline since the 1980s. But all is not lost. 
Many of the UK's holiday towns are once again thriving.  

 

 

Adapted from The Beach Guide by thebeachguide.co.uk 

 

2 – 3 Questions which may be asked by the Examiner: 

1. Why did the British start going to the seaside in the eighteenth century? 

2. What was the bathing machine used for? 

3. What invention helped the seaside become very popular? 

  


